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Revision document: additional agreements and 
interpretation for ‘offshore assessment 
 
At the end of 2018, the CoE (Committee of Experts) adopted the following additional agreements in 
relation to offshore assessment. These agreements were evaluated in late 2019/early 2020, which 
have led to a number of amendments. These amendments are shown by means of yellow highlights 
and strike-throughs. 

Additional agreements 
 
Scope of the assessment 
We speak of an offshore assessment when the scope of the assessment contains activities that take 
place offshore. This includes all maritime activities: at sea, in the port, at the quay and in the air. The 
aforesaid activities relate to the work on the wind turbines offshore through to pulling and connecting 
the power cables onshore. 
This concerns: 
• the preparatory work (e.g. engineering and route selection); 
• the work carried out by means of ships and/or helicopters;  
• the work carried out on installations positioned at sea.  
 
Other examples are offshore companies that carry out activities in the oil and gas industry. 
The definition of offshore assessment means that if offshore assessment is involved, the high-risk 
preparatory activities at the quay/in the port must also be included.  
If the activities or work only take place at the quay or in the port, this does not constitute offshore 
assessment and therefore the term ‘offshore’ is not mentioned on the scope of the certificate. 
In the case of an assessment of the preparatory work, a similar project in progress will suffice. 
 
Agreements for ‘Offshore certification’ in the TenneT pilot project 
For offshore locations, only SCL certification applies (year 1: 100% audit, years 2 and 3: 40% audit). 
SAQ+ and/or SAQ are also possible for support activities, as long as they are not  
carried out at offshore locations. 
 
Point of attention: agreements between certification body and client 
It is important that the certification body (CB) makes proper arrangements with the client in advance 
regarding the scope, the project locations to be audited (offshore / onshore), the specific conditions 
such as the required education and training of the auditors, and other details including extra costs and 
man-days. 
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Interpretation offshore assessment 
 
In the table below, the column on the right contains the interpretation for offshore assessment. The 
left column shows the relevant texts from the Safety Culture Ladder Manual 3.1. 
 
Safety Culture Ladder Manual 3.3 Interpretation for offshore assessment 
5.2 Auditor and assessor 
 
The following minimum qualification 
requirements apply to the auditors: 
1. Based on education and experience, 

auditors must have an intellectual and 
working level that is equivalent to higher 
vocational education. 

2. Experience in management system 
certification under accreditation. 

3. Qualified safety expert (HVK, MVK). 
4. Qualified Lead Auditor for SCC** or OHSAS 

18001/ISO 45001. 
5. Proven knowledge of sector-specific 

techniques through training or long-term 
experience (industry qualification). 

6. Demonstrable competence in the 
certification scheme of the Safety Culture 
Ladder through education/training (safety 
culture ladder qualification). 

7. Positive evaluation by the CB on the 
auditing of attitudinal and behavioural 
competencies by the auditor. 

 

In point 3, ‘Qualified safety expert (HVK, MVK, 
which are Dutch training programmes)’ is also 
understood to mean an equivalent diploma. The 
equivalence of a diploma is assessed and 
determined by the CoE.  
 
The following additional requirements apply to 
auditors who do assessments at an offshore 
site: 
• The auditor who is assessing at an offshore 

location must have a valid NOGEPA 0.5A 
basic Offshore Safety or OPITO BOSIET 
certificate.  

• HUET incl. CA-EBS and Sea Survival must 
be part of (one of) the above certificates. 

• The auditor has undergone a standard 
medical examination with a positive result. 

 
In consultation with the client and depending on 
the selected project visit, the following additions 
apply: 
• additional safety training; 
• a valid certificate for a completed NOGEPA, 

OPITO or GWO training programme; 
• a shoulder width measurement. 
 
‘NOGEPA’ stands for: Certified NOGEPA 
training for offshore North Sea area. 

‘OPITO’ stands for: Certified trainings for 
worldwide offshore installations, approved by 
OPITO. 
 
‘GWO’ stands for: Global Wind Organisation, 
training programme details are registered in 
WINDA. 

5.3 Ladder evaluation requirements of CB  
• Performing a ladder evaluation involves at 

least one on-site working visit by the CB. A 
ladder evaluation based solely on a 'desk 
review' is insufficient and is therefore not 
acceptable. 
 

Working visits must also be carried out in the 
event of an offshore assessment.  
If offshore activities fall within the scope of the 
certificate, performing a working visit only at an 
onshore activity or a supporting activity is not 
considered sufficient.  
 
The location choice of the working visit must be 
related to the scope of the certificate. In other 
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Safety Culture Ladder Manual 3.3 Interpretation for offshore assessment 
• The number of interviews to be held and 

work locations to be visited is explained in 
the man-day table below. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

words, the total number of visited work locations 
must add up to cover the context of the scope. 
The CB may opt to substantiate why the project 
site it has visited adequately reflects other 
project locations. 
 
Offshore review in year 1 
 
An offshore project visit must be performed in 
year 1.  
 
If it is not possible to assess offshore in the first 
year, only those activities that have actually 
been assessed may be stated on the scope of 
the certificate.  
 
Note: For the calculation of the number of man-
days, this means that if a scheduled offshore 
project visit cannot take place, the total audit 
time (180%) can be spread over three years.  
 
However, any mention of the term offshore on 
the certificate can only be made in the year that 
the project has actually been assessed offshore. 
This is regarded as a postponed project visit, 
and only on the condition that offshore is part of 
the initial application.  
 
Offshore assessment in years 2 and 3 
If an offshore assessment has been carried out 
in year 1, whether or not the offshore activities 
need to be assessed in years 2 and 3 is 
determined on the basis of risk analysis and the 
outcome of the year-1 offshore assessment.   
 
Note: If the risk analysis shows that the risks 
have been sufficiently covered, the requirement 
to perform offshore assessments in years 2 and 
3 lapses.  
 
Expansion of scope with offshore in year 2 
or 3 
If an organisation wishes to expand the scope to 
include offshore activities in year 2, a full audit 
must be carried out instead of a 40% audit. 
 
In summary: 
If offshore is part of the scope of the certificate: 
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Safety Culture Ladder Manual 3.3 Interpretation for offshore assessment 
5.11 Audit process 
Each certification audit must be completed 
within 13 weeks (1 quarter) after 
commencement. Phase 1 of the audit is 
regarded as the starting moment. The 
certification audit is completed once the 
certificate has been issued. It is not possible to 
change the CB during this period. If a 
certification audit cannot be completed within 
the period of 13 weeks, the audit will be invalid 
and therefore no legally valid certificate can be 
issued. 

• Year 1: offshore assessment is an 
unconditional requirement. 

• Years 2 and 3: whether an offshore 
assessment is performed or not is 
determined on the basis of risk analysis and 
the outcome of the year-1 offshore 
assessment. 

 
Exceptions: 
Exceptions can be submitted to NEN for 
evaluation. In such situations, NEN will consult 
with the client. 
 
Term for completion of audit 
A certification audit involving offshore activities 
must be completed within 26 weeks after 
commencement. 
 
During the project visit offshore, the auditor will 
passively observe the activities. This means that 
the auditor does not enter the water with a diver 
or climb a mast. 

 Basic principle for interpretation matters: the 
scope of the certificate is leading.  
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